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And yet, as I have recently heard on excellent authority, there were some excuses for the actor. Cogh-Ian did not want to play Shylock at all. He would have been quite content to play Antonio, to say some older actor, such as Hermann Vezin; but when it was suggested that George Rignold, a junior as it were, should be the Shylock, then Coghlan, as the leading man, protested, and said he must be Shylock or nothing.
When Ellen Terry played Portia for the first time, she was in the very perfection of her youth and beauty. She made a superb picture
in her glorious Venetian  costumes, _